The Third Arab-Israeli War
as seen from an impartial observer's stand-point is whether the
Soviet Union can persuade President Nasser of the UAR to go
any further toward meeting the Israeli demand than the de iacto
recognition of Israel that has been given by acknowledging its
existence as a reality,14* and whether the United States can
persuade Israel to relax its insistence on formal recognition?
But from the Arab standpoint, the basic issue seems to be
whether the two superpowers can get the Israelis to pull out of
the Sinai without demanding of Nasser concessions that the
Arabs regard as too humiliating to accept ?
The Arabs consider it unthinkable to negotiate freely a peace
with a neighbour which not only continues to occupy portions
of their territories, but also talks about territorial issues in such
terms as to knd credence to the belief about her having terri-
torial ambitions. It has to be realized, however, that Arab paranoia
over the prospects of unlimited  Israeli territorial expansion is
matched by a Jewish paranoia toward the prospects of unceasing
Arab determination to destroy Israel and slaughter all Jews. The
Fedayeen attacks on Israel as well as the declarations and calls
by Arab leaders for a "Holy War" seem to support Israeli charge
that the Arabs will not accept the existence of Israel in any form.
It is evident that the emotionally overcharged atmosphere in the
Middle East must be cleared, the mutal fears and hatreds must
somehow be abated, and the beginnings of mutual  credibility
must be established if the first steps toward a settlement are ever
going to be taken.
The United States and the Soviet Union can make a contri-
bution in this direction by coming to an understanding between
themselves on the essentials of a fair settlement Although an
imposed solution is ruled out since it would not be acceptable to
either the Arabs or the Israelis, nevertheless, if the superpowers
14« statement made by the UAR Foreign Minister, Mahmoud Riad,
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